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Historical Context method Lab: Master of None s2, e8, “Thanksgiving”
Introduction.
The media play an important part in society. They give reports on current matters, mobilize citizens and entertain. The media can be used in the promotion of gender inequalities in both employment terms and representation of men and women in media platforms (Mwangi et al.2016). Although the number of women representation in the media has recently increased, most top positions are still held by men. Studies show that female journalists are assigned to cover simple topics such as lifestyle while male journalists handle serious and complicated topics such as politics. Women representation in media platforms such as television and radio is likely to empower other women and young girls and raise the dignity of women.
1. Offer a brief discussion of the history of gender within US American culture.
Gender roles have drastically changed in the United States. There are no universal statements for generalizing gender roles. In the United States, there has been historical evolution about gender roles from the family unit to the dual family. During the 1960s and 1970s, women mostly dwelt on home activities while men went out to work for the family. Talcott Parsons came up with two nuclear family model which addressed gender roles, the total segregation of the role model and the total integration f roles model. In the 1950s, total segregation of roles was almost real in the United States, whereas total integration of roles is relatively increasing in the present United States. Despite that gender inequality has been decreasing in the United States; it has still remained a challenge. Women in the United States spend much of their time in housework.
2. Discuss how that history is represented or not in this episode.
The history of gender roles has clearly been represented in this episode. From the episode the women who include Denise’s mother, aunt, and grandmother are mostly dealing with household chores. They are seen organizing for family celebrations. They always help in kitchen chores during the thanksgiving celebrations. The household role is also demonstrated when Denise brought her female partner, Michelle who then went help out in the kitchen. The role of upbringing children is demonstrated. From the episode, only the women participate in caring for and upbringing their children. Catherine, Denise’s mother said that she had raised her daughter in the right manner. Gender discrimination is also present in the episode. Catherine, Denise’s mother, told her daughter that she never wanted life to be hard for her for being a black woman was hard enough. This means that there is evidence of discrimination against black women.
The issue of gender inequality is somehow addressed in the episode. The number of female actors for this episode is high. Denise’s mother, her grandmother herself, and her female friends are all involved in the acting. This implies that there is a representation of women in media platforms. Gender discrimination has also been demonstrated by Denise’s mother and aunt to her female friend Michelle. There is no evidence of the women on episode going out to work for them to earn income. This means that they spend most of their time on housework just like the women in the United States do.  
The theme of sexuality has also been displayed in the episode. Sexuality comes out clared as expressed by Denise who was a lesbian. Denise had sexual affection to people of the same gender through clothes, music videos and other pop-culture ephemera. When Denise and Dev watched the “Brown Sugar” her mother thought that she was staring at the hunky D’Angelo but in reality she stared at the ladies. She realised her attraction to women in her early twenties.  He had feared to talk about it to anybody until when she told it to her childhood friend, Dev. Dev supported her friend to being a lesbian but it was hard with her mother who went into tears when Denise opened up. Denise is seen inviting female friends to their home whenever they had thanksgiving ceremony. Many black parents believe that being a gay or a lesbian is a choice. This implies that sexuality is somehow supported by the black parents. 
3. How does it present the present-day culture in relation to that history?
Currently, both women and men have been treated equally in the sharing of tasks and power as compared to past history which clearly defined women's and men's roles separately. In the present world, both men and women participate in household labor including domestic tasks and child-care although the culture defined that household chores were made for the women. Men were responsible for providing financial support. Both men and women have access to the same education institutions and studying the same content. Employment opportunities have also been made equal for both men and women.
Domestic violence which mostly affected women has reduced although it is still a challenge in many parts of the world because women are still viewed as inferior to men and as property of the men. Women representation in the media platforms has also increased although men still hold higher positions. In politics, women are currently being given equal opportunities with men (Bittner et al. 1037). The division of labor in households is being practiced regardless of gender. This is a result of equality whereby both men and women are employed and therefore the need to share the domestic chores equally.
Conclusion.
The media is an important source of empowerment for both men and women. Traditionally, men dominated the media platforms but in the current world there almost equal representation of both genders. The United States experiences gender inequalities just like the other countries in the world. The television show Master of None s2, e8, “Thanksgiving” demonstrated gender issues both negative and positive. The positive part is the inclusivity of female actors while the negative part is demonstrated by the assignment of household chores to the women. Gender issues have continued to be improved in the current world.
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